THE ARMY DOES NOT SURRENDER

have already said, troops and officers had left the front.

The enemy command communicated to the Commander
of the Central Army that he could present himself to them
at the Clinic Hospital, accompanied by his Staff, at eleven
o'clock. When this moment had come, I considered that
as a member of the National Council of Defence my work
in Madrid was finished, while on the other hand the work
that was waiting for me in Valencia I considered very
important, since it was necessary to liquidate the other
armies in the same way. We hoped to delay this as long as
possible so as to gather together in Alicante and Valencia
as many as we could of those whom the enemy would hold
responsible. At the same time I wanted to reiterate to the
Governments of France and Great Britain that they
should send means of transport by sea and authorisation
for refugees to remain temporarily or permanently in
Oran or France.

From Madrid, I sent a message to the President of the
French Republic in which I most anxiously pleaded that
he should authorise the disembarkation in France of all
who could leave, and requested that he should intercede
with the British Government to use certain units of their
Fleet for transport. The same day a message was sent to
the President of the Mexican Republic begging him that
he should give authority for those who had to leave Spain
as a result of the war to remain in Mexico.

The Council received no answer to these messages.

What was happening meanwhile in the other armies?
On the Extremadura Front, the enemy began an